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Prayer 

 

These past five weeks, we’ve journeyed through 1 Corinthians 12 & 13 exploring “Life in the Body: Spiritual Gifts 

and the supremacy of love in the ministry of the church.”   This morning we wrap up our series with our Scripture 

passage from 1 Peter 4:7-11. 

 

Please open your Bibles with me to 1 Peter 4:7-11 as I read from the NIV translation. 

Christians, we are an odd bunch. We go to church when other good people play or watch sports, enjoy the 

outdoors, or just catch up on sleep. We give our money away when other fine people trying to maximize their 

investment potential. Christians pray about matters that, normal, reasonable level-headed people would gladly sue 

over.  

A person whose life changes radically at conversion may experience contempt from friends or family. They 

may be scorned for no longer participating in certain activities because their life and priorities have now changed. 

Still, to the outside unbelieving world, many times it seems like us as Christians can’t get along or play together in the 

same sand box.  

 

The thrust of our passage this morning is:  

God’s intent for “The Body is to Function as One” – NO EXCEPTIONS!!!! 

 

Verse 7: “The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear-minded and self-controlled so that you can pray.” 

“The end of all things is near” refers to Christ’s second coming. 

Christ’s return is approaching; it could happen at any time. Therefore, as believers, we are to live with an ongoing 

attitude of anticipation and expectancy as a mark of faithfulness. So in light of the shortness of time, Peter is 

instructing followers of Christ to “be clear-minded and self-controlled so that you can pray.” 

 

“Be clear-minded and self controlled,” or the NAS translations says, “be of sound judgment and sober spirit.”   

This literally means “be in one’s right mind” or spiritually guarding the mind. 

Colossians 3:1-2; “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is 

seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.” 
Having a kingdom mindset! – Having the mind of Christ; “so that you can pray.”  

 

Peter knew firsthand the importance of prayer. He may have even recalled the words of Jesus in the Garden of 

Gethsemane found in Matthew 26:41; “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is 

willing, but the body is weak.” Peter knew from firsthand experience how weak a believer could become when faced 

with severe temptation without being grounded in prayer. Peter boldly proclaimed loyalty to Christ, but instead of 

praying in the Garden with Jesus, he slept. And when the time of the trial came, Peter was unprepared and betrayed his 

Lord. Peter, speaking from experience, does not want his brothers and sisters in Christ to fall to the same weakness, 

but instead to be ready and strengthened through prayer. Notice how verse 7 gives us a vertical component to how we 

can relate to God to overcome the pressure of sin, where verses 8 and 9 give the horizontal component of how we 

relate to other people.  

 

Look at Verses 8-9; “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to 

one another without grumbling.” 
“Above all, love each other deeply” refers to the ultimate importance of love in the Christian life.   

“Love each other deeply, because love covers a multitude of sins.” 

We’ve looked a lot at what God’s Word tells us about love and the supremacy of love in the ministry of the church.  

Love is the fuel that drives our spiritual gifts. Love is the essential that brings glory to God and authenticity to our 

serving.  

“Deeply” means a sustained, eager, earnest; in other words, keeping your love at full strength. This same word for 

“deeply” was used in 1 Peter 1:22; “Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have 

sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart.”    
 



This is an intense, fervent kind of love. A sacrificial love that requires the stretching and straining of every spiritual 

muscle we have to love in spite of insult, abuse, rudeness, hurt, and misunderstanding that comes from others.  

An agape love – “Because love covers a multitude of sins.”  

 

This is not saying that love ignores, overlooks, or tries to hide sin; but instead, “covers a multitude of sins” is the 

ability for us as followers of Jesus Christ to forgive one another as Christ has forgiven us.  

 

Reminds me of story I read about a husband and wife who one day were having a severe disagreement with 

each other. They were really going at it. So the wife suggested they write down their complaints on a piece of paper 

and then show the other person exactly how they felt. She thought it might cut down on the bickering back and forth. 

The husband agreed and got the paper. She got out the pencils. They both started writing.   

 They both wrote furiously for a while. The husband would pause, look at his wife, and write some more. The 

wife would pause, look up her husband, and write some more. The husband paused again, looked at his wife with an 

even more intense look on his face, and then he would write some more. The wife did the same and then she put her 

pencil down. Her husband was still writing. He would look up at her and continued writing. Then he wrote some 

more. Then he looked at her and he continued to write even more. The wife was getting furious because she had 

covered one side of the page and her husband was finishing the backside of his paper. He kept looking up at her and 

coming up with more to write. Every time he looked up something new would come and he’d write some more.  

 As the wife waited, she was in pain and agony. She was clenching her fists and tears of anxiety were welling 

up in her eyes. Finally, her husband said he was finished. They exchanged sheets of paper and looked at each other’s 

sheet. As soon as the wife gave the husband her sheet of paper and looked at his, she immediately wanted to take her 

sheet back. For when she looked at her husband’s paper, in spite of his anger and pain, he had written on every line, 

“I love you, I love you, I love you. I’m extremely irritated, but I love you, I’m angry, but I love you. I don’t want to be 

here right now, but I love you, I love you, I love you.” When she saw that much love, it covered the multitude of sins 

that had brought about the disagreement in the first place.  

 When you and I love one another like that as the body of Christ, understanding that we don’t always see things 

the same way, knowing we can cause issues even when we don’t realize it, but extending love and grace to one 

another knowing that love can and does cover a multitude of sins.   

 

The love Peter is referring to here is agape love. The same love God has shown us that we see in His Word in Romans 

5:8; “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  

As Christians, we must follow God’s example, choosing to love, even those who aren’t always the most lovable and 

easy to love. That’s how God loves. I know Ken Casey, and he is not always easy to love, yet God said, while I was 

still a sinner, Christ died for me. God didn’t say, “once you get it right Ken, then I will send you My Son – No “While 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8 
That same love we received from God is the love we need to give to each other, and it is absolutely essential if the 

body of Christ is to function as one and the outside world is to see the body functioning as one.  

 

Verse 9 goes on; “Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.” 

Being hospitable to one another is different from social entertaining. Entertaining focuses on the host – the home must 

be spotless; the food must be well prepared and abundant; the host must appear to be relaxed and good-natured.  

But “hospitality” focuses on the guests; their needs – whether it a place to stay, feeding them a meal, a listening ear, 

or acceptance; the guests are of utmost concern.  

Hospitality can happen in a messy home. Hospitality can happen around the dinner table where the main dish is 

canned soup. It can even happen while the host and guests are doing tasks together. As believers, we should not 

hesitate to offer hospitality because we are too tired, too busy, or not wealthy enough.   Hospitality is a strong 

expression of love.  Hospitality draws people together and allows them to really get to know each other.  

Hospitality can be hard work – Hospitality can be expensive – Hospitality can be exhausting – Hospitality can be time 

consuming.     

Peter adds these words “without grumbling.” 

Peter cuts to the heart of our motivation for serving. Am I honoring God or am I just going through the motions?  

No question – some guests will be more difficult than others, and at times it may seem like it’s more of a duty than a 

joy. But what’s my motivation?  

We need to look at our heart; When we “Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling”;  we’re investing in 

people for the purpose of bringing glory to Him.  

Jesus, himself tells us in Matthew 25:40; “whatever you did for the least of these brothers of mine, you did for Me.”  



 

As we continue with our passage, look at verse 10: “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve 

others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.  

Let’s break this verse down piece by piece.  

 
“Each one” – All believers   

 
“should use” – Here’s that NO EXCEPTIONS clause again. Everyone is to use their gifts. 

 
“whatever gift” – Everyone has different gifts: Every member of the body of Christ is to minister to others by their  

unique giftedness.   

 
“he has received.” – Notice here – gifts are received not achieved: Like grace, our spiritual abilities come to us 

through no merit of our own. 

 
“to serve others.” – Gifts are not for our benefit: but “to serve others.”  

 
“faithfully administering.” – We are only the managers of those gifts we’ve been given. 

A good steward is one who manages the resources that belong to someone else and who recognizes that he or she must 

answer for how they utilize what has been entrusted to them. You and I are to faithfully administer what really belongs 

to God. Just as we are to manage the finances God has entrusted to us; we are to be good stewards of the spiritual gifts 

He has given us as well.  

God’s Word in 1 Corinthians 4:2 says: “Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove 

faithful.”   
Back to our piece by piece breakdown in verse 10: 

 
“God’s grace” – We are conduits of God’s grace.  

When we use our gifts we are dispensing God’s grace to the world. 

 

“in its various forms.” – The various ways God has gifted us. – Serving shines the spotlight on God’s multi-faceted 

beauty. God’s grace shines through the prism of His people when they use what they’ve been given by Him to serve 

others bringing glory and praise to Him. When believers humbly recognize our partnership in the body of Christ, it is 

then that our gifts can be used effectively. Only then, can we appreciate one another’s gifts.  

God gives His people spiritual gifts so they can build up His church.  

God’s intent for “The Body is to Function as One” – NO EXCEPTIONS!!!! 

When we, as believers, use our gifts in humble service to others, we are “faithfully administering God’s grace in its 

various forms.” 
 

These past five weeks as we’ve worked our way through 1 Corinthians 12 & 13. We’ve learned that at conversion, 

God brings us into a relationship with Himself and into community with all believers and we are given at least one or 

more spiritual gifts. We are members of the one true church and we share a common life in Christ. Our spiritual gift or 

gifts is a talent or ability empowered by the Holy Spirit to be used in the ministry of the church. Each believer’s 

spiritual giftedness is as unique as the fingerprint on each of our hands. Our spiritual “gifts” help the body to serve and 

love one another all for the purpose of impacting God’s kingdom for His glory by continuing the work of spreading 

the gospel. We need the body and the body needs us. We are not meant to be passive participants in the church, but 

God intends all Christians to be actively involved serving each other through the giftedness that He has uniquely given 

to each of us at the time of our spiritual rebirth to bring honor and glory to Him. There are no bleachers in the church.  

 

Paul wrote in Romans 12:4-6a; “Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all 

have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 

We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.”  
Because the Holy Spirit sovereignly controls the distribution of spiritual gifts, believers cannot earn, pray for, or in 

any manner generate them on their own.  

 

 



Verse 11a; “If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should 

do it with the strength God provides,   
Here we see the two broad categories of spiritual gifts are speaking gifts or serving gifts.  

“If anyone speaks” – Believers with speaking gifts minister to others through areas like preaching, teaching, wisdom, 

knowledge, exhortation, and discernment to name a few.   

“If anyone serves” – Believers with serving gifts minister through areas such as administration, prayer, mercy, 

service, helps, and giving, to name some.  

Those who speak must not communicate in way that is of human opinion; instead Peter says; “he should do it as one 

speaking the very words of God.” 
The same is true with those who God has gifted to serve; “he should do it with the strength God provides.” 

In other words; in the strength and total dependence upon the Holy Spirit.  

When followers of Jesus Christ, try to serve in our own strength, after a relatively short time, they will find “serving” 

will be a tiring, wearisome task. – That is when burn out happens.  

But serving in God’s strength allows us “to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His 

power that is at work within us,” Eph. 3:20 
 

All for one purpose; that is that we use our spiritual gifts “so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus 

Christ.” (Verse 11b) 

When we use our gifts as God directs; to help others and build up His church; others will see Jesus Christ in us and 

will glorify God for the help and service they have received.  

Jesus tells us in Matthew 5:16; “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good 

deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” 
In everything we do - It is all about Him! It’s all about bringing praise and glory to our Father in heaven! Amen – 

Amen!  

 

Peter ends our passage with this brief doxology; “To Him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” 

(verse 11c) 
“To Him” refers directly back to Jesus Christ.  

God is glorified in all things, but to Christ also belongs “the glory and the power for ever and ever.”  

For God raised Christ from the dead and gave Him lordship over all creation.  

[Philippians 2:10-11] 
It is through Jesus Christ alone that we as believers have a relationship with God. It is through Jesus Christ alone that 

allows us to receive these spiritual gifts from our Father so that we can use them to serve others. Peter closes this brief 

doxology with “Amen.”  “Amen.” – means “so be it” – “this is most certainly true”  

 

So as we bring this short 6-week series on “Life in the Body: Spiritual Gifts and the supremacy of love in the ministry 

of the church.” to a close, there is no question of the importance of spiritual gifts. Yet we are not told in Scripture how 

to figure out what spiritual gifts we have been given. There are over 20 gifts listed, but there’s no emphasis put on 

how one discovers their gift. Instead, the focus in God’s Word is put on using them for the purpose of serving others 

for God’s glory. The Bible is clear that our spiritual gifts are given to us to be used. 

 

Many times, the key to finding out how God has gifted you is to jump in & start serving.   

A Christian who is not serving somewhere is like having a car, and parking in the driveway as a lawn ornament and 

never driving it. It’s not being utilized for its intended purpose.  

Imagine that this gift bag represents the spiritual gift I was given at conversion.  

 

I can come to church and hear a mini-series on spiritual gifts and learn about the fact that God has given me a 

spiritual gift, but until I open it up and discover what my gift is, I won’t do anything with it.  

Even once I’ve opened the bag and discovered my gift – is a box of Kleenex, representing the gift of mercy.   

I have a choice to make. I can open this Kleenex box and make these available  to help hurting people and come along 

side the body with my gift of mercy – or I can put it back in the bag and put it up on the shelf and do nothing with it.  

The question is front of me is this; “what am I going to do with my spiritual gift?  

We all face the same question; what will you do with the gifts you’ve been given from God?  

Maybe you don’t know what your spiritual gift is – Jump in and just start serving –  

God does not want us to be timid or tentative when it comes to serving.  

 



 

If you don’t know what your spiritual gift is; take some time to experiment and explore by trying out some different 

ministries. – We have lots of opportunities to serve at Trinity. You might find yourself working with kids at AWANA 

and loving it – or maybe you are serving in Fellowship or a Prayer Encourager and you find that not a sweet spot; then 

it’s time to explore something else.  

 

When you & I are hungry to do God’s will by serving others for His glory through the gifts He has given us; God will 

reveal to you clearly and show how He has gifted you so you can serve others and Him in your sweet spot.    

The ultimate goal in using our spiritual gifts is the glory of God.   

 

Too many Christians are not living life in the church the way it is supposed to be lived, which is why in many 

churches 20% of the people are carrying 80% of the load. I’m not saying that is the case here at Trinity, but we most 

definitely have room to grow here as well. Instead of going all out for God’s glory, many Christians are obsessed with 

what they think is good for them.  

 

Listen to these telling words from Dr. Cornelius Plantinga in his book; (“Not the Way its Supposed to Be,” 188) 

Speaking of Christians here: “Making a career of nothing – wandering through malls, killing time, making small 

talk, watching television programs until we know their characters better than we know our own children – [which not 

only] robs the community of our gifts and energies [but] shapes life into a yawn at the God and Savior of the world. 

The person who will not bestir [himself], the person who hands herself over to nothing, in effect says to God: you have 

made nothing of interest and redeemed no one of consequence, including me”  

God has created us to glorify Him and He has gifted us to serve others in the body for His glory.  

   

God’s intent for “The Body is to Function as One” – NO EXCEPTIONS!!!! 

 

The ultimate goal in using our spiritual gifts is for the glory of God. In fact, God’s glory is the only motive that will 

keep us engaged in ministry for the long haul.  

 

As John Piper has often said, “God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him.” 

Let us close with the words of Peter in verse 11 – “…so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. 

To Him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” 
 

Let us pray.  

 


